= Jgl
¥XE

LAl MEI FUNG

BN 5 SR

Z il

MASTER OF ARTSIN CHINESE LINGUISTICS

AR A

THE HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY

—_—

F= Y = TN

S HFT FA

APRIL 2003



=)

RS SRS P BT B M SRS
S e = TRV =

S UEETEREY LS i LR G R S (R
- EIEJ%{LE[ ’ %“_‘TII[E,I FL‘;E%J %E\c—] L‘\Fl ’ﬁ& j‘



L
RS s "
. R o U PR VR T R
EARTT o YR FRAL =y
T i3 FA HJHIEJ'[E—F[EJV VET > AT SRR B L
e A, YR R &
H:g SR IR W R \’ﬁ*?w3~%f?*§§iﬁ~ﬁ
Y s = fﬁr;? F IR ?[DHQ JESE TR
I 2 G (R =i TS
PR R RS A RIS DY IR AR S R
I W R 5@%@%"%&& fﬁé? (=5
AVERES S R A e ESE VG R R R LR oI
Fill > = SRR T e gk
E: i IO IRE S e 225 - Wi R o
i

"ﬂ



Abstract

The Cantonese particle, tim often occurs at the end of a sentence.  In this study,
it is argued that there is only one tim, which has different semantic properties and
mood.

The goal of this study is to investigate the semantic and syntactic properties of
tim as well as its co-occurrence patterns. Semantically, tim expresses an increase
of quantity expressed by the object. It aso indicates the change or difference
between the presupposition of the sentence and the fact denoted by the sentence
itself.  On the other hand, semantically, tim also expresses an imperative mood, a
desire or arequest. Besides, it can express unexpected meaning, an exaggerating
or emphatic mood.

The present research notices the close relation between the semantic properties
of tim and the mood of the sentence. When tim indicates an increase of quantity
expressed by the object, it expresses an imperative mood, a desire or a request.
When it indicates a change or difference between the presupposition of the sentence
and the fact denoted by the sentence, it expresses an emphatic and exaggerating

mood or some unexpected meaning.
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